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How FastRawViewer Helps You

FastRawViewer is the first and the only dedicated application with the purpose of
extremely fast culling and pre-processing of RAW images: i.e. display, visual and
technical analysis, applying basic corrections, sorting and setting aside or directly
transferring the selected ones for further processing.

FastRawViewer (FRV) is the only solution for those who:

Shoot in RAW and are tired of wasting hours or days on browsing through piles of shots and
sorting them.

Are tired of rendering all those RAWs into JPEGs to quickly browse through them with a client,
CMO, senior designer, editor in chief; or to show them to your friends and family members.

Are in constant need of very quick viewing, visually and technically analyzing, sorting through
hundreds or thousands of RAW shots, and selecting the apt ones for further processing.

Want to shoot in RAW, but don’t, fearing to get mired in sorting RAW files.

Are forced to use JPEG format, because your previous experiences tell you that it is impossible to
quickly select and show your client the images taken in RAW.

Are in need of tools to instantly adjust white balance and exposure (lightness) right while
browsing through the shot.

FastRawViewer Strengths and Features

Display of the actual RAW as well as the actual RAW histogram

For the first time, a comfortable speed of RAW file viewing (together with histograms), provided
by FastRawViewer using modern processors and video cards to process RAW images.

Support of almost every single existing RAW format (that is, almost every known digital
camera)?, including native out-of-camera DNG files as well as the files converted to DNG.

Instant display of RAW files directly from any memory card or other file storage - without customary
delays for importing, creating catalogs, libraries, and temporary databases.

View JPEGs (including embedded JPEG thumbnails) — and also display the histograms.
Support for TIFF/BigTIFF, HEIC/HEIF and PNG formats — with histogram and EXIF data display.

The convenience of working with shots taken in RAW + JPEG mode, with two files being paired:

a) While listing through files, you have the option to ignore the second file in the pair.

b) JPEGs (including embedded thumbnails) are considered to be “additional images” and are
immediately accessible for viewing.

c¢) When you move a file from the RAW + JPEG pair to another folder, the other file follows.

1 with only one significant exception: Foveon cameras are not supported.
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d) And, of course, you can always switch this mode off, if you so choose, and treat the files as
separate.
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e The possibility of doing a quick visual and technical analysis by:
a) Examining the real RAW histogram.

b) Assessing the exposure based on:
i. Spotlighting of over- and underexposed areas on the shot.

ii. Over-and underexposure statistics.
c) Outlining the in-focus and highly detailed areas on the shot.
d) Assessing per-channel exposure and acutance.
e) Assessing the noise level in the shadows.

e Time-saver: exposure and white balance adjustments can be made while browsing RAW files and
are saved in XMP files so that they can be automatically applied when you open that shot in Adobe
Lightroom or Adobe Camera Raw.

e Time-saver for series, including panoramas: propagation of white balance, exposure, and image
orientation adjustments from one shot to the entire series.

e Highly compatible system of assigning labels and ratings to images, including the user-defined
labels. Ratings and labels are written into XMP files and are read by Adobe software (and others
which acknowledge XMP sidecar files).

e Copying and moving the selected shots into folders chosen by the user.
e Moving the rejected shots into a special folder, which can be reviewed again later.
e Single and batch file renaming.

e 2-and 4-window mode with synchronous zoom positioning to compare images and select the
best one.

e Transferring the selected shots for further processing to a user-selected RAW converter directly
from FastRawViewer.

e Support for black and white RAW, including shots from cameras converted to b/w by removing the
color filter array.

e Warnings when FastRawViewer comes across a damaged RAW file.
e Monitor color profile support, without the loss of image rendering speed.

e Modifying settings to suite your workflow
a) You can set your own keyboard (or keyboard + mouse) shortcuts for every action.

b) The settings panel allows you to turn off the ones you don’t need, and change the others to
your preferences.
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Conventions used in this Manual
The user manual is the same for Windows and Mac versions of FastRawViewer.
All of the standard keyboard shortcuts are given in Windows notation (for example, Ctrl-O).

For macOS please use the following substitutions:

e Ctrl on Windows — is Command on Mac.

e Alt on Windows —is Option on Mac.

All keyboard shortcuts are fully customizable (see below, the “Keyboard Shortcut Settings”).
Throughout this text we will be using default program settings for keyboard / mouse shortcuts.

System Requirements

Windows

e Recommended system: Windows 8.1 — 10, 64-bit, Windows 7 is supported.

e Processor with SSE3 support or later (meaning released 2005+):

e Video card with DirectX 11 or later, or with OpenGL 3.1 or later that is:
o Intel (integrated/CPU): Core 3rd generation (i3/i5/i7-3xxx) processors and newer
o ATI/AMD: we recommend Radeon HD 5000 and newer.
o NVIDIA: GeForce 400 series and newer

e With manual settings tune it is possible to use older video cards:

o NVIDIA GeForce series 8000 and 200
o AMD: Radeon HD 2000/HD 4000

Mac

e Intel or Apple Silicon based Mac.

e Processor with 64-bit support (that’s every Intel or Apple Silicon Mac, excluding models from
2005-2006, that use Intel Core Solo and Intel Core Duo processors).

e macO0S 10.12 or later.
e Video card supported by macOS.

“Recommended minimum” computer configuration

Unlike applications that display a relatively light-weighted (in megabytes) JPEG preview embedded in
a RAW file, FastRawViewer reads RAW files in their entirety and processes all of the data in them; as
a result, the hardware requirements are higher than for applications that deal with just JPEG
previews.

For RAW files of different pixel counts, to achieve a comfortable browsing speed of 5-7 RAW files per
second, we recommend the following configurations:
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e For RAW files 6-16 Mpix (typical file size is 5-20MB) and without using multi-window mode:

O

A mechanical/magnetic HDD will work acceptably (including an external one, with a USB3
interface).

2-4 core processor

Minimum 4GB RAM

Integrated graphics processor (IGPU).

e RAW files 20-35Mpix (typical file size is 20-45MB):

©)

©)
©)
@)

SATA SSD, including an external one with a USB3 interface

4-core Intel Haswell (i5-4xxx and newer) or better

8GB RAM

Generation nine (Skylake) IGPU or better (i5-7xxx and newer), or a discrete video card
with a price tag of around $100.

e RAW files 40-60Mpix (files are 50-120MB):

o

@)
@)
@)

Recommended SSD/NVME (M.2) disk or SATA SSD RAIDO
4-8 core processor, no less than Intel Haswell

16 GB RAM.

Discrete video card with a price tag around $100.

e RAW files 60-150 Mpix (RAW files are larger than 120MB):

o

@)
@)
@)

SSD/NVME (M.2) storage

8+ core processor

32 GB RAM.

Discrete video card with a price tag around $200.

Page 13 of 240 Copyright © 2014-2023 LibRaw LLC, www.libraw.com leRaw@



http://www.libraw.com/
https://www.fastrawviewer.com/

®.
FastRawViewer — user manual -

e DNG panoramas, PixelShift stitching, HDR-DNG files (files are larger than 300MB):

o These images tend be very large, and in those cases, we recommend using the maximal
available configurations:

SSD NVME RAID
12+ core processors
64GB memory and more

o O O O

Top-class video card (the same class as NVIDIA GTX 1080 or newer in the same category)

Network storage

The typical network storage, connected via 1Gbit Ethernet, guarantees productivity on a par with a
local mechanical drive (HDD).

A fast network storage, connected via 5-10Gbit Ethernet, containing several (5-6+)
magnetic/mechanical drives in an array and SSD caches, works with a speed comparable to a SATA
SSD, best case — like a RAIDO made of SATA SSD (don’t use RAIDO arrangements as primary storage).

In general, is not possible to guarantee an acceptable RAW browsing speed using a wireless (Wi-Fi)
connection.
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Software Installation

Windows Installation
The program installation starts by running the executable file of the distribution package

(FastRawViewer-2.0.x.xxx--Setup.exe).

If you downloaded FastRawViewer from our site on the first program launch, current versions of
Windows will display the following security warning:

Open File - Security Warning =)

Do you want to run this file?

i"i Mame: J\FastRawViewer-0.9.4.441-%54-OpenGL-Beta-Setup.exe
— Publisher: LibRaw LLC

Type: Application

From: J\FastRawViewer-0.9.4.441-x64-OpenGL-Beta-Setup.exe

Bun | | cancel |

[¥] Always ask before opening this file

harm your computer. Only run software from publishers you trust. What's

i fﬁ While files from the Internet can be useful, this file type can potentially
¥ therisk?

After the “Run” button is pressed, the UAC (Windows User Access Control) system will display a
warning once again:

Do you want to allow the following program to make

HY, . .
" changes to this computer?

E Program name:  FastRawViewer by LibRaw LLC

)R
W Verified publisher: LibRaw LLC
File arigin: Downloaded from the Internet

'I:\:#:Z' Show details X I [ No

Change when these notifications appear

Both dialogs allow you to verify that the setup program is signed with unique LibRaw LLC electronic
signature.

(]
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To proceed with the installation, you must agree to the dialog above, and the usual Setup Wizard will
be launched:

. Setup - FastRawViewer L= -

Welcome to the
FastRawViewer x64 Setup
Wizard

This will install FastRawViewer x64 0.9.4.441 on your
computer.

It is recommended that you close all other applications
before continuing.

Click Mext to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

MNext = |‘ Cancel

At the next screens of Setup Wizard:

The User License is displayed.
An installation folder is suggested; the user may select a different folder.

Creating a Group in the Programs menu is suggested.
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A list of possible additional actions is shown: add FastRawViewer to desktop right-click menu, add
icon to the desktop, add icon to the Quick Launch menu:
Setup - FastRawViewer

Select Additional Tasks
Which additional tasks should be performed?

Select the additional tasks you would like Setup to perform while installing
FastRawViewer x64, then click Next.

/| iAdd FastRawViewer to desktop right click menu:

Additional icons:
/| Create a desktop icon
%) For all users
For the current user only

/| Place shortcut to User Manual on Desktop

| < Back H Next > l| Cancel |

Afterwards, the installation takes place. Upon completion, the following screen appears:

Setup - FastRawViewer x64 = = X

Completing the FastRawViewer
x64 Setup Wizard

Setup has finished installing FastRawViewer x64 on your

computer. The application may be launched by selecting the
installed icons.

Click Finish to exit Setup.

View the last changes list

+| Run FastRawViewer

In case of any errors during installation, please contact us via www.fastrawviewer.com/contact or
technical support forum at www.fastrawviewer.com/forum.
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Unattended Windows installation

Use these installer command-line switches for unattended install:

e /SILENT — run Installer GUI, but do not ask for anything

e /VERYSILENT —do not run GUI

e /NOSTART - do not start FastRawViewer on installation last step.
Other installer command-line switches are explained in InnoSetup help.

macOS

Double click on FastRawViewer-2.x.x.dmg to mount the FastRawViewer disk image you've
downloaded. The content of the disk image will appear like this:

[ ] @® . FastRawViewer Installer (2.0.0)

To install, drag FastRawViewer icon into Applications folder

@ _ :
- e
FastRawViewer.app Applications
TXT TXT TXT
EULA.txt README.txt Changelog.txt
A ”
Scripts FastRawViewer-Manual.pdf Licenses

Drag FastRawViewer icon onto the Applications icon. The program will be copied to Applications
folder and ready to run.

Other items contained in the disk image are:
e FastRawViewer Manual (FastRawViewer-manual.pdf).
e Brief description (README.txt) and Changelog (Changelog.txt).
e End-User License Agreement (EULA.txt), Copyright Information (Copyrights.txt).

@
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e Licenses and Copyrights for libraries and components used in FastRawViewer
(Licenses folder).

e Scripts folder contains additional scripts used to set parameters that are not needed in a
general case and therefore are not placed in the Settings menu. These scripts will be copied
upon installation together with the application and are accessible through FastRawViewer
menu.

If you are using macOS, you may receive a prompt saying that FastRawViewer can't be launched, as it
was not downloaded from the Apple App Store, you can change the settings in System — Security to
allow launching applications downloaded from App Store and identified developers:

@ < i Security & Privacy Q

FileVault  Firewall  Privacy

A login password has been set for this user | Change Password...

~

Require password immediately & after sleep or screen saver begins
Show a message when the screen is locked

Disable automatic login

Allow apps downloaded from:

App Store
o App Store and identified developers

FS

[l Click the lock to prevent further changes. Advanced... ?

Unattended macOS installation

Use these (approximate) commands, adjust to specific version numbers:

sudo hdiutil attach FastRawViewer-A.b.c.dmg
sudo cp -Rp /Volumes/FastRawViewer\ Installer\ \(1.7.4\)/FastRawViewer.app /Applications
sudo hdiutil detach /Volumes/FastRawViewer\ Installer\ \(1.7.4\)/
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First Launch and Program Activation

Activating the Trial Version

During the first run FastRawViewer will display a splash screen suggesting the activation of the trial
version.

=
Fast
RAW

Viewer
—

www.fastrawviewer.com

Copyright © 2013-2021, LibRaw LLC
Version 2.0.0 RC1 Build 1854 (x64-OpenGL/AVX2)
Licensing Information
Registered version. License activated.

Dismiss

Immediately after that, with the main program screen being opened, FastRawViewer will try to
connect to Internet to activate the trial version:

File View Adjust Select Multi-window Panels XMP Metadata Help

Exposute Stats

XMP Metadata

Activating trial version via internet.
Please enable FastRawViewer In your firewall for one time.

Sort & Filter

(]
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the trial version happens automatically and nearly instantly, after which the 30-day trial period starts.

No private data is transferred during the activation process; the only data that is passed
through the Internet is FastRawViewer version number and unique non-reversible 64-bit
hash code identifying your computer; this code can’t be decoded to extract any private or
personal data.

After the successful automatic activation, the trial period begins; the trial time left is indicated in
Help-About window and on the splash screen that pops up when FastRawViewer is started.

In case the automatic activation was impossible for some reason (no Internet access, or
FastRawViewer was blocked by firewall), then either in 30 seconds, or while opening a file for
viewing you will be presented with the screen for manual activation:

Unable to automatically activate FastRawViewer trial period. [

Buy license ]
Running manual activation.
[ Activate Trial J
License key: Trial mode (enter license key here)
Deactivate
Nonactivated trial, please activate [ Close ]

Here you can allow FastRawViewer a one-time Internet access and press Activate Trial button to
start 30-day free trial period.

If after pressing Activate Trial button FastRawViewer still can’t access activation server an additional
button for Manual Activation will appear:

Error while receiving activation code. l

Buy license l
Use Manual Activation or contact technical support
l Activate Trial l
License key: Trial mode (enter license key here)
Deactivate
Nonactivated trial, please activate [ oK J

l Manual Activation l

Pressing this Manual Activation button will take you to manual activation dialogue (for more details,
please see below, in “Manual Activation” sect